St. Peter Catholic Church

700 Oddstad Blvd., Pacifica, CA 94044

Contact Information

Parish Office 650-359-6313
Facsimile 650-359-2262
Elementary Religious Education 650-359-5000
and the 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation

E-mail stpeterpacifica@comcast.net
Website https://stpeterpacifica.org
Facebook www.facebook/stpeterpacifica

Sacrament of Eucharist
Mass Schedule

Weekend Mass
Saturday: 4:30 P.M.
Sunday: 8:30 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Weekday Mass
Monday: 5:30 P.M.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Fridays: 8:30A.M.

Holy Day Mass
Vigil: 4:00 P.M. Day: 8:30 AM. & 7:30 P.M.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30 P.M.—4:00 P.M., or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism
Contact Sister Hilda Sandoval, 2 months in advance.

- Sacrament of Marriage
MI Contact the Parish Office, 6 months in advance.
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| August 16,2026
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

All Peoples are invited to worship the Lord and to

know his ways. God’s gifts and his call are to Jew

| and Gentile alike. Jesus recognizes the universality

of God’s call in granting the request of the
Canaanite woman.




ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH

Parish Staff
REVEREND JEROME P. FOLEY, Pastor.

SISTER HILDA SANDOVAL, M.E.P., Pastoral Associate and Director of Faith Formation,
hilsandoval63@gmail.com.

MR. ANTONIO EIRAS, Director of Music Ministry, tonyeiras@mac.com.
MS. VERA GONZALEZ, Office Manager, stpeterpacifica@comcast.net.

_— e, — e ————————————————————————————

Mr. Tim Durkin, Outreach to the Elderly and Homebound

Parish Council Liturgy Committee Finance Committee
Mrs. Kathleen Bissell, Chair Mrs. Eileen Barsi, Chair Mr. Dale Fajardo, Chair

Mass Intentions August 17-23, 2026 Readings

Mon 17 5:30 PM. %Devin Julius Arriola Mon 17 Reading Ezekiel 24:15-23

Tue 18 8:30 A.M. $Naida Fadrilan (Psalm) Deuteronomy 32:18-21
Gospel Matthew 19:16-22

Wed 19 8:30 AM. tMark J. Foley
Tue 18 Reading Ezekiel 28:1-10

Thu 20 8:30 AM. 'I'Rosemary Aguas Kalaw (Psalm) Deuteronomy 32:26-28,30,35c-36b

Fri 21 8:30 AM. tMary Fallis ospel Mattoan 1923-20

Saint John Eudes, Priest
Wed 19 Reading Ezekiel 34:1-11

Sun 23 8:30 AM. People of St. Peter Parish ~ Responsorial Psalm 23:1-6
Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

Sat 22 4:30 P.M. %Darlene Brucia

11 AM. tEnrique & Irene Martinez
Saint Berbard, Abbot, Doctor of the Church
Thu 20 Reading Ezekiel 36:23-28

ST. PETER GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER Responsorial Psalm 51:12-15,18-19
Sold after all weekend masses and at the Parish Office, Gospel Matthew 22:1-14
Monday—Friday, 9 A.M.—5 P.M. Saint Pius X, Pope

Fri 21 Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14
STARBUCKS $10 (Psalm Isaiah 107:2-9
SAFEWAY  $50 & $100 ROSS $25 Gospel Matthew 22:34-40
CHEVRON $50 & $100 TARGET $25
VISA $50 & $100 AMAZON $25 3 ” Ighe ((Qititeensléip Zf'tﬁigl{zs;eiwrgin Mary
SHELL $50 & $100 UNION 76 $100 | °* eading tzetel 25:5°7a

Responsorial Psalm 85:9ab,10-14
Gospel Matthew 23:1-12

If you purchase grocer-
ies, gas, home goods, or
personal items...any of
these gift cards may be
used, and you will be
supporting your parish.

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sun 23 Reading I Isaiah 22:19-23

Responsorial Psalm 138:1-3,6,8

Reading II Romans 11:33-36

Gospel Matthew 16:13-20

Gipt Cand




August 16, 2026 wentzeth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Today's readings remind us that God is
d always faithful, even when we are not.
fl They challenge us as Christian stewards
4l to respond to His faithful love through
¥ grateful discipleship and to trust Him
even when it seems our prayers go unan-
swered.

In our First Reading from Isaiah, we hear
, & L that God's invitation extends to all peo-
ple. But accepting that invitation requires more than simply hearing His call. It requires living as His
disciples. "Observe what is right, do what is just... All who keep the sabbath free from profanation
and hold to my covenant, them I will bring to my holy mountain... for my house shall be called a
house of prayer for all peoples.”

Our parish is not an exclusive club. It is the family of God, where people from every background are
welcomed to worship, grow in faith, and serve the Lord together.

God knows we will not always live this calling perfectly. At times we will choose selfishness over
generosity or comfort over discipleship. Yet He never withdraws His love from us.

St. Paul reminds us of this in today's Second Reading: "For the gifts and the call of God are irrevoca-
ble." God remains patient and merciful even when we stumble. He can bring good even from our
failures if we continue striving to follow Him. As Paul concludes, "For God delivered all to disobedi-
ence that he might have mercy upon all."

Because God is so faithful and merciful, His desire is to lead us to the joy of heaven and eternal life
with Him. To prepare us for that day, He calls us to grow in faith and to live each day as a grateful
response to His goodness. In other words, He is forming us into saints. This is what the stewardship
way of life is meant to accomplish. At times that process is difficult. Often, it stretches us beyond our
comfort.

Jesus certainly challenged the Canaanite woman in today's Gospel. She cried out to Him on behalf of
her daughter, who was tormented by a demon. At first, Jesus "did not say a word in answer to her."
Yet she refused to give up. Even when the disciples urged Jesus to send her away, she remained
steadfast in her faith.

Jesus continued to test her trust, and she responded with such humility and confidence that He pro-
claimed, "O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." Imagine hearing those
words spoken to us by our Lord. There could be no greater affirmation of a life lived in faithful dis-
cipleship.

The stewardship way of life will test our trust in God at times. But those are often the moments
when He is doing His greatest work within us. Let us persevere in faith, trusting that His plan is al-
ways leading us toward the joy He has prepared for us — a gift He desires every one of His children
to receive.
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HOW DO I GRIEVE AS A CHRISTIAN?

By Fr. Mike Schmitz

Someone I love recently died. I know that we believe in life after death, but I am
still struggling. Am I wrong to be sad? Is it OK that I wish they were still here?

Thank you so much for your question. And please know of my prayers for you and for all those who
love and now miss your loved one. Death is one of those things that can just shake us in the most
secret and hidden depths of our souls. Death often reveals parts of our hearts and areas of ourselves
that were hitherto unknown. Sometimes we find a new strength to be there for the people who are
left. Sometimes we discover a new compassion and patience for others who are hurting. And some-
times we find new wounds; we can experience loss and loneliness, grief and sadness at a depth we

hadn’t known was possible.

All of these emotions get to be a part of your grief.

There are no “correct” emotions. I apologize if this is obvious, but there is no emotion that you
“ought” to feel, and no emotion that you “ought not” to feel. Emotions are like scents in the air;
some might be more pleasant than others, but there is no “right” smell. As long as you can get
enough oxygen to your system, you'll survive.

At the same time (to really stretch the analogy), some smells will give us an indication of what is go-
ing on around us. If you smell gasoline, there might be some kind of leak or a spill. If you smell
fresh baked bread, it might be almost time for supper. If you smell coffee being brewed, it might be
time to wake up. In this case, certain scents can be cues for us; they indicate something about our
environment.

Similarly, our emotions can give us an indication of what is going on within us and outside of us. A
friend of mine once said, “Our emotions do not reveal the truth about reality, but they do reveal the
truth about the state of our hearts.” So we would be wise to pay attention to our emotions.

Because of this, you do not need to worry whether or not your emotions are “Christian enough.”
You have human emotions. That’s all. To experience fear or anger or sadness in the face of death is
neither right nor wrong. It just is. In fact, the Bible is filled with holy people who experienced nor-
mal and powerful sadness when confronted by death. Abraham and Sarah were married for well
over half a century. When Sarah died, Genesis 23 states that Abraham “went to mourn for Sarah and
to weep over her.” Jacob mourned for years over the apparent death of his son Joseph. When Da-
vid’s son, Absalom, died (while trying to kill his own father), David went up to the gate over the city
and could be heard weeping and crying aloud, “My son, my son, Absalom! Would that I had died

instead of you! My son, Absalom!”




Even our Lord Jesus Christ was moved to tears by the death of his friend Lazarus. We know the story
of how the brother of Mary and Martha had been sick for a time, only to die four days before Jesus ar-
rived on the scene. When Jesus came to the tomb of his friend, Jesus wept. Even though Jesus knew
what he was about, even though Jesus knew that he would raise Lazarus from the dead in a few short
moments, when confronted with death (and with the grief of those who mourned Lazarus), God wept.

Later, when St.ePaul was leaving his friends and fellow disciples from Ephesus, they threw their arms
around him and wept because they would never see him again in this life.

All of this is to say that Christians grieve. Christians feel the sting of loss like everyone else. Christians
know that death is a real parting. It is a real loss.

Christians can wish that we did not have to say goodbye to those we love. After all, we will never see
those people in this life. We do not know when we will see them again. It is only natural that good-
byes would cut a part of us to pieces.

And yet, for the Christian who dies, we believe that “life is changed, not ended.” We believe that
those whom we love who die in Christ are alive in Christ. We believe that the souls of the just are in
the hands of God, and that no further torment can touch them. We believe that because of Jesus, death
no longer has the final word. We believe that, while death can steal our loved ones from this world,
nothing can take them from the Father’s hands. We believe that God is good and that he does not
abandon us in death. We believe that, because of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, death has lost,
death has been defeated, death has lost its ultimate sting.

Of course, there is still the sting we feel here and now. There is still the fact that our loved ones can no
longer love us in the way they did while they walked this earth. They can no longer speak to us or
hold us. They can no longer give us a word of encouragement or a reminder that they love us. They
can no longer drop by and spend time with us.

But they do still love us. They can still pray for us. Those who are in heaven actually love us more per-
fectly than they ever could whilst they were on earth, because their love has now been purified, be-
cause they now see God as he is, and they can see us as we are. Because of this, they can love us in the
exact way that we need. And yet, it is different. As we say, “changed, not ended.”

So, there are going to be times when the ache in our hearts wishes that they were still here. That isn’t a
flaw; it’s just how love works. We can have absolute confidence in God’s triumph over death and still
miss the people we love. We can fully believe that they are finally where they are more joyful than any
of us could imagine and still feel our own sorrow. We can rejoice that they get to see God and still
grieve the fact that we don’t get to see them.

We grieve because we love. But, as Saint Paul wrote, “We do not grieve as those who have no

hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13). We get to have moments of boldness and levity in the face of death be-
cause we know that they have the One whose heart they were made for. And we can be sad because
we do not have them with us.

I invite you: let the waves of grief come and go. Every time there are tears, let them remind you of the
fact that there was someone in your life who loved you and whom you loved, even if imperfectly.
And every time you smile at the thought of what they might be doing in heaven with the Lord, thank
God for the gift of Jesus Christ who has declared that death no longer has the last word. The last word
is life. The last word is love. The last word is Jesus.




ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Registration forms for Religious Education (Kinder-6th Grade) and Confirmation are available at the
Church Narthex, the Religious Education Office, the Parish Office, and in the St. Peter, Pacifica Web-
site, https://stpeterpacifica.org.

Registration Fee as of August 1, 2026.
One child $195.00. Two children $235.00. Three or more children $270.00.

Religious Education Classes begin Tuesday, September 15 and Wednesday, September 16, 2026.

Tuesday, September 15, 2026 from 3:45 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 from 3:00 P.M. to 4:15 P.M.

Confirmation Classes begin Tuesday, September 15 and Wednesday, September 16, 2026.

Tuesday, September 15, 2026, First Year—Grade 7, from 3:45 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday, September 16, 2026, First Year—Grade 7, from 3:00 P.M. to 4:15 P.M.
Wednesday, September 16, 2026, Second Year —Grade 8, from 7:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.

For additional information regarding Religious Education contact Sister Hilda Sandoval, M.F.P. at
650-359-5000 or by email at hilsandoval63@gmail.com and for Confirmation call 650-359-5000 or by
email at Peterscoveyouth@gmail.com.

RETURN REGISTRATION FORMS TO SISTER HILDA SANDOVAL

“++0OCIA

Ordey of Christian Initiation of Adults

Do you or do you know of someone who...

0 Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? gresssrsssssssssrasisesnsnanaaansnnanns *
0 Would like to learn more about the Catholic Faith? . ECx lgg ts 2“; ?ee‘g r;);n geeg tr e;;:?i;bfzfeg :
0 Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated RessibeviveN T TR A TeR TN R

the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist?

We offer the opportunity to come together to learn more about the faith. Sessions focus on our
experience of God, the teaching and experience of the church and prepare individuals to celebrate
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the Easter Season.

You are welcomed to participate in the process with your questions,
your insights and your faith story in a warm accepting setting.

For additional information, or to register in this program, please contact Sister Hilda Sandoval, M.F.P.
at 650-359-5000 or by email at hilsandoval63@gmail.com.




AUGUST 16, 2026 TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sunday Collection— August 9, 2026

Offertory $4,787.00

Online Collection | August 1—7, 2026

ARCHDIOCESE Ol

SAN FRANCISCO

Offertory $3,119.65
Maintenance Fund $870.06
Church Roof Fund $56.39
Additional Donation $18.60
St. Vincent de Paul $52.22

$28.95

Archdiocesan Annuel Appeal
Total $4.145.87

2026 Assessment: $65,022.00
Collected: $24,521.00 Balance: $40,502.00
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May God’s love and peace be
with you always. May He guide
(. Your steps and bless your
" hearts with joy and faith. Amen.
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Parish Calendar August 17-23, 2026

Mon 17 3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
5:30 P.M. Evening Mass
Tue 18 8:30 AM. Daily Mass
3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Wed 19 8:30 AM. Daily Mass
3:00 PM. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Thu 20 8:30 AM. Daily Mass
3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Fri 21 8:30 A.M. Daily Mass
3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Sat 22 3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
3:30 P.M. Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 P.M. Mass
Sun 23 8:30 AM. Mass
11 AM. Mass

Flocknote is a tool for Catholic Communi-
to notify all those subscribed at a mo-
ments notice, to keep you up to date of important
information, by email or text.

cation,

Please know that we will be very respectful of
your contact information and we will not give or
sell your contact information to any other organi-

~|zation. Your information will be secure.

If you would like to receive Flocknote, please
know that we will be very respectful of your con-
tact information and we will not give or sell your
contact information to any other organization.
Your information will be secure. You will also
have the ability to unsubscribe from these notifi-
cations quickly and easily if you ever find them
to be annoying or irrelevant to you. These are
three easy ways to stay connected through Flock-
note.

1. Visit https://saintpeter.flocknote.com and pro-
vide your name, email address and mobile num-
ber using the form, or

2. Simply legibly write your first and last name,
email address and/or mobile number on a clean
sheet of paper and mail it back to the Parish
Office or drop it in the rectory front door mail-
slot marked “Flocknote.” (Please do not drop
your information in the outside mail box.)

If you have signed up to receive text and/or email
notices and you have had a change of phone
number or email address, please call the Parish
Office at 650-359-6313 to have your information
updated by the parish secretary.




Realtor® DRE#01905175
BA Economics

KW Peninsula Estates
teresa.hoskins@kw.com

Please scan

for a free
Market Report.

KW Advisors

415.519.9729

650.359.5360

Home — Security Systems
Electrical Services —Telephone Systems

Residential | Commercial | Industrial
License No. C10-309056

AL'S CARPETS

carpet — vinyl - tile
laminate — hardwood
Flooring

Allen S. Olsen
650.355.0640

Integrity + Honesty
Competitiveness

Melissa Wagner Irish
Home Loan Officer
NMLS 2113491 | DRE 0216715

650.455.8236 cell

mwagnerirish@gmail.com

Pre Approval, Purchase, Refi | Contact me to learn your options.

) ‘l@m“ Knowledge is power.
To Register at St. Peter Parish, visit Small Space Also, on our Website,
https://stpeterpacifica.org and click Awvailable view the full

on Resources and then click on

Parish Registration. Print the Form,
fill-out and return form to the Par-
ish Office or come in to the office.

Business Name

St. Peter Bulletin by

clicking Resources.
& Contact

Information Space Available
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Samantha Howard, LMFT, #113483
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
Walk & Talk Therapy for Adults
Telehealth Therapy available

samanthahowardlmft@gmail.com

www.samanthahowardlmft.com
(=]l
'r'E%
=]

650-262-1917

Scan for information, schedule a free 15-minute consultation.

Noemi Barba Aguifiaga
Realtore—Hablo Espaiiol
DRE # 02200242

Noemi@HomeSalesTeamInc.com

650.201.0277

580 Crespi Dr., Ste. A2, Pacifica, CA 94044
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Family Owned & Operated
Dan, Matt & Joey Duggan

Please support our Adver

tisers

and refer your family and friends to them.

Traditional & Cremation Services

3 Indoor Reception Rooms
2 Outside Reception Areas
Unlimited Parking

Most Convenient & Reasonable Costs

650.756.4500

500 Westlake Avenue

=i

= Please scan with your cell phone

to visit Duggans-Serra.com

5-dayDevotional Candles

$3.50 per candle
at the Parish Office

St. Peter Catholic Church
700 Oddstad Blvd., Pacifica, CA 94044

Tele: 650.359.6313 | Email: stpeterpacifica@comcast.net

Bulletin Advertisement

August 16, 2026 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time




