St. Perer Catroric Caurch
700 ODDSTAD BLVD., PACIFICA, CA 94044,

Contact Information

Parish Office 650-359-6313
Facsimile 650-359-2262
Elementary Religious Education 650-359-5000
7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 650-359-7178
E-mail stpeterpacifica@comcast.net
Website https://stpeterpacifica.org
Facebook www.facebook/stpeterpacifica

Sacrament of Eucharist
Mass Schedule

Weekend Mass
Saturday: 4:30 P.M.
Sunday: 8:30 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Weekday Mass
Monday: 5:30 P.M.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Fridays: 8:30A.M.

Holy Day Mass
Vigil: 4:00 P.M. Day: 8:30 A M. & 7:30 P.M.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30 P.M.—4:00 P.M., or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism
Contact Sister Hilda Sandoval, 2 months in advance.

Sacrament of Marriage
. | Contact the Parish Office, 6 months in advance.

 [February 23, 2025
 |Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

In baptism we are asked to mirror and image the
mercy and forgiveness the Lord has won for us.
As David would not harm Saul, his enemy,
so we are challenged to love and pardon
those who wrong us.
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PaArisH STAFF
REVEREND JEROME P. FOLEY, Pastor.

SISTER HILDA SANDOVAL, M.F.P., Pastoral Associate and Director of Faith Formation,
hilsandoval63@gmail.com.

MR. ANTONIO EIRAS, Director of Music Ministry, tonyeiras@mac.com.

MS. VERA GONZALEZ, Office Manager

Mr. Tim Durkin, Outreach to the Elderly and Homebound

Parisa CounciL Liturcy COMMITTEE Finance COMMITTEE
Mrs. Kathleen Bissell, Chair Mrs. Eileen Barsi, Chair Mzr. Dale Fajardo, Chair
MASS INTENTIONS FEB. 24 —MAR. 2, 2025 I WEEKDAY READINGS

Mon Reading Sirach 1:1-10
24 Responsorial Psalm Psalm 93:1-2,5
Gospel Mark 9:14-29

Mon 24 8:30 AM. fMarian Hinshaw

Tue Reading Sirach 2:1-11

Tue 25 8:30AM. $Mary Clark 25  Responsorial Psalm Psalm 37:3-4,18-19,
27-28,39-40
Wed 26 8:30 AM. {Robert & Mary Durkin Gospel Mark 9:30-37
Thu 27 830AM. fFrankie E. Franck Wed Reading Sirach 4:11-19
26  Responsorial Psalm Psalm 119:165,168,
Fri 28 8:30 AM. tAlberto Rodriguez 171-172,174-175
Sat 1 430PM.  +Marian Hinshaw Gospel Mark 9:38-40

Sun 2 830 AM.  tThomas Paprocki Thu Reading Sirach 5:1-8

11 AM. People of St. Peter 27  Responsorial Psalm Psalm 1:1-4,6
Gospel Mark 9:41-50
SPECIAL SCHEDULE Fri  Reading Sirach 6:5-17
28  Responsorial Psalm Psalm 119:12,16,18,

27,34-35
Gospel Mark 10:1-12

Sat Reading Sirach 17:1-15
= 1 Responsorial Psalm Psalm 103:13-18
=27 8 Gospel Mark 10:13-16

a arch 5 2025 EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Ash Wednesd Y M ! Sun Reading I Sirach 27:4-7
Mass Schedule 2 Responsorial Psalm Psalm 92:2-3,13-16
8:30 A.M.. 4:00 P.M.. 7:30 P.M Reading II 1 Corinthians 15:54-58
. JV1., 4. JV1., 7% VL.

Gospel Luke 6:39-45

Saint Gregory of Narek, Abbot, Doctor of the Church
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In today’s Gospel, taken from the sixth chapter of Luke, Jesus offers a very challenging, seemingly impos-
sible approach to daily life. “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse
you, pray for those who mistreat you. To the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the other one as
well, and from the person who takes your cloak do not withhold even your tunic.” It makes one want to
say, “Seriously, Lord?” And He doesn’t stop there. Jesus adds, “Give to everyone who asks of you, and
from the one who takes what is yours do not demand it back.”

It seems so unfair! That is, unless we look at this way of life from a stewardship point of view. Then, not
only does it seem doable (though challenging), but it also actually makes perfect sense. A steward under-
stands clearly that all he has and all that he is — his very life — is a gift from God given to him from an
unfathomable abundance of love. This changes everything! This means “my” cloak, “my” tunic, “my”
money, and time — all of it ultimately belongs to God. He has entrusted these things to each of us in love
to use for His purposes and His glory.

Does this mean we are to be passive “doormats” to anyone who wants to take advantage of us? Certainly
not. Jesus explains this in the next verse of this passage when He says, “Do to others as you would have
them do to you.” There is nothing wrong with loving oneself since God loves us and has made us in His
own image and likeness. Jesus is simply asking that we also approach others, and the sharing of our gifts,
with this same attitude. He is giving us a definition here of real love, a steward’s love!

MARCH 2, 2025 SECOND COLLECTION | ARCHEDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL

Your support of the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal impacts lives. Your gift helps provide ministries, pro-
grams and services that benefit the people and parishes of the Archdiocese of San Francisco.
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THIS LENT, REFRAIN FROM SINS OF THE TONGUE

Jesus” words in the passage from the Sermon on the Plain,
which we hear in this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 6:39-45),
offer us important counsel as we begin the season of Lent.

First of all, Our Lord says: “No disciple is superior to the

teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple will be like WILL HELPUSTO X
his teacher.” Lent is a time of training, training in virtue BECOME MORELIKE/

. , . OURTEACHER s % ¥
and holiness. Isn’t that why we pray and fast and give MORE LIKE

alms? Our Lenten resolutions should be things that will CHRIST.
help us to become more like our Teacher, more like Christ. IHOPKEVN € KHOADIS
It's good to think of what we can do during Lent that will
help us better imitate Jesus.

Lent is also a time to remove the wooden beam from our eye. Jesus called those who want to remove the
splinter in their brother’s eye without noticing the beam in their own eye “hypocrites.” The Greek word

“hypocrite” means an actor who plays a part on a stage. We're hypocrites like the Pharisees when we
judge others’ faults while ignoring our own faults.

How often we’re tempted to accuse others, to point out their sins and shortcomings, not in order to help
them, but to put them down, sometimes to their face or sometimes behind their back to other people.

This is the sin of detraction, and it can be a mortal sin if it causes serious harm to another — disclosing
someone’s faults and failings to others without an objectively valid reason. Detraction can destroy anoth-
er person’s reputation and honor and is a sin against justice as well as charity. There are also other sins of
the tongue like calumny, in which one says false things about others, harming their honor and reputation.

And the sin of rash judgment: assuming as true, without sufficient foundation, the moral fault of a neigh-
bor.

Oftentimes gossip involves these sins — malicious talk about other people. When we rob people of their
honor and reputation, we are doing harm to them. Pope Francis preaches a lot about this and calls Chris-
tians who gossip this way “killer Christians.” He says, and I agree, that this is an evil and a sickness in
the Church. It sows division in parishes and even hatred towards others. Pope Francis has used even
stronger language, saying that “to make gossip is terrorism.” He once said: “Whoever gossips is like a
terrorist that throws a bomb and if it goes off, destroys, destroys with the tongue.” He says they’re not
suicide bombers, because they protect themselves in the process.

We must resist the temptation to speak ill of others and learn to bite our tongue when we are tempted to
commit these sins of the tongue. We must learn to bridle our tongues. Or bridle our hands, since these
sins often are committed by writing uncharitable, even hateful, remarks in letters, tweets or blogs. When
we think about giving something up for Lent, it's much more important to give up the sin of gossip, to
give up detraction or slander, than candy or desserts. When we are tempted to speak ill of others or to
write derogatory things about others, we should try to hear Jesus saying to us: “You hypocrite! Remove

the wooden beam from your own eye first.”
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We must stop thinking that sins of the tongue are of little importance. Though not every sin of speech is a
mortal sin, such sins can be, depending on the harm that is intended or done. Jesus once said: “But I tell

you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spo-
ken” (Matthew 12:36).

I .am speaking about this topic because sins of the tongue like detraction, calumny and rash judgment
seem to abound in our society today and even in the Church. There is a lot of uncharitable and malicious
speech. Social media is filled with these things — reviling others, name-calling, and backbiting. Some so-
cial media forums delight in these things. Polarization in both the Church and in society is caused or

worsened by this constant speaking negatively of and attacking others. Many don’t think twice about rob-
bing people of their honor or reputation.

What do you do when you are in a situation where you begin to hear this type of harmful speech from
someone you are with or when you are in a group? St. John Vianney said: “If something uncharitable is

said in your presence, either speak in favor of the absent, or withdraw, or if possible, stop the conversa-
tion.”

“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit. For every tree is known by
its own fruit,” Jesus says in this Sunday’s Gospel. In Lent, we should examine the tree of our lives by ex-
amining the fruits: our words, our deeds, our conduct. Do we find good fruit, the virtues? Or do we find
rotten fruit, vices, sinful words and deeds? If we're honest, we probably find both. We need to get rid of
the rotten fruit by going to confession. We can produce good fruit, with the help of God’s grace, through
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Most important, of course, is the tree — our lives and what is in our hearts.
All our external Lenten practices should be aimed at interior purification, true conversion.

Jesus says: “A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good, but an evil person out
of a store of evil produces evil.” A good person has an interior store of goodness, and from that store pro-
duces good conduct, just as a good tree produces good fruit. Good or evil flows from one’s inner self.
When there’s something rotten in the tree, in our hearts, we will bear rotten fruit. We need to pray with
the repentant King David: “A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit renew within

me” (Psalm 51). In His mercy, the Lord will hear and answer this prayer if we offer it with true repent-
ance, which means we humbly recognize the beam that is stuck in our own eye.

These are the last words of Jesus in the Gospel today: “for from the fullness of the heart the mouth
speaks.” The mouth expresses what the heart contains. If our mouths are filled with harsh attacks on oth-
ers, detraction, rash judgments, calumny and harmful gossip, there’s definitely something rotten within
us. That rot is sin. If our hearts are purified, our speech will be purified.

The goal of Lent is to become like our Teacher. As Jesus said, “when fully trained, every disciple will be
like his teacher.” We all need this training. That's what Lent is about. It is a time of prayer a time to more
deeply absorb Christ’s teaching. It is a time of mortification and self-denial, following the example of our
Teacher who fasted in the desert for forty days. It is a time to heed our Teacher’s instruction to take up
our cross and follow Him along the way of self-giving love. Almsgiving is an expression of this love.

May the disciple most like the Teacher pray for us during this season of Lent! That disciple is Mary, His
Mother. May her example inspire us to grow in virtue and holiness as true disciples of her Son!
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Lent through the Lens of Grace

by Andy Alexander, SJ, Maureen McCann Waldron

Just imagine that this Lent is going to be different from every other
Lent we've experienced. Imagine that there will be many graces
offered us this year. Let's even imagine that God is going to help
transform our lives, with greater freedom, greater joy, and deeper
desires for love and service.

Preparing our hearts is a process of preparing our desires. This

means practicing our sense of anticipation. If we imagine Lentas  f§
an "ordeal” or a time to dread in some way, then we've already pre- | ‘
disposed ourselves to not get very much out of it. These days be-

fore Lent are a time to start anticipating something wonderful that
is about to happen.

Our sense of excitement and anticipation will grow more easily if we begin to imagine what God wants
to give us. There is something coming that we can truly look forward to. If we get too focused on our-
selves and what we are going to do or not do, we could risk missing the gift God wants to give us. We
have to keep aware of the fact that grace comes from God. This is about God's great desire to bless us.
With this mindset, it is easier for us to imagine that what we really want to do is place ourselves in a
space to receive what God wants to give us.

We receive God’s gifts as body-persons. We experience things with our senses, relish them with our im-

aginations, and share in God’s own creative and loving activity when our hearts and hands work togeth-
er for and with others.

We can let our homes be places full of the holy — things that help raise our minds and hearts to God. Our
world is full of so many images that lure our minds and hearts elsewhere. Some symbols will carry the
ongoing meaning we give them, for us and for our families and loved ones.

We can make sure that we have a crucifix in a central place in our home during Lent. A bowl of water on
our dining room table can be transformed into a reminder of our preparing to renew our baptismal
promises. A candle can be lit at each meal to remind us of the light of Christ among us in Lent and to
prepare us for the new fire being lit at the Easter Vigil. Placing a Bible in a central place in our home re-
minds us of the central place of God’s Word in our lives on this Lenten journey.

This year’s Lent can be different. It will take an openness to God’s grace, a deep desire to receive what is
being offered us, and a few signs and symbols to help us stay focused throughout the season. But if we
do these things, God’s desire for our hearts and our desire for greater union with God will meet. Lent
will no longer feel like a burden, but rather a blessing.
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FEBRUARY 16,2025 COLLECTION PARISH CALENDAR FEB 24.—MAR. 2, 2025
Offertory $3,803.33 MON 24
Maintenance $1,939.00 8:30 A.M. Daily Mass
3:00P.M.  Chaplet of Divine Mercy
WE SHARE ONLINE COLLECTION
TUE 25
8:30 AM.  Daily Mass
February 17, 2025 Total $4,553.89 3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Offertory $3,040.56 3:45 P.M. Religious Education Classes
Maintenance $1,229.97 3:45 P.M. Confirmation Class
Church Roof Fund $9.01 7.00PM.  RCIA Class
Saint Yincent de Paul fglﬂ WED 26
G;C;‘e‘ilioce:'taerc‘l Annual Appeal $$9:'ZZ 8:30 AM.  Daily Mass
n. §
& 3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
February 8—14, 2025 Total $946.80 3:00 P.M. Religious Education Classes
3:00 P.M. Confirmation Class
Off?r tory $708.57 7:00 P.M. Confirmation Class
lé/I}?mt;nIinci - ig;gz 7:00 P.M. Choir Rehearsal
urc 00 un .
Religious Education $19.07 M )
Saint Vincent de Paul $37.09 8:30 A.M. Daily Mass o
Archdiocesan Annual Appeal $19.06 3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Undesignated $97.84 FRI 28
8:30 A.M. i
If you would like to sign-up for WeShare, the Online ) Daily Mass .
- : . 3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Giving Service for St. Peter Church, please visit SAT 1
h : ifica.
deot thtt%s //st;ef;aac;ﬁca Ol’;gth oo b 3:30 P.M. Sacrament of Reconciliation
and go to the Donation Heading at the top bar. 430 P.M. Mass
Donors register in the privacy of their home, it's| SUN 2
convenient, fast, easy & safe. Donors can make a| 8:30 AM. Mass
one-time donation or a recurrent donation. 11:00 A.M. Mass
GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER

The St. Peter Gift Card Fundraiser is a fundraiser that takes place year-round. The gift cards are very pop-
ular and are used with very popular stores, including a Visa Gift Card that may be used at any retail store.
They are the perfect gift for every occasion: birthdays, graduation, all holiday’s, or just to say ‘“Thank You'.

Do you purchase groceries, gifts or items for the home? Purchasing our Gift Cards helps support St. Pe-
ter. Itis a gift that allows the recipient to purchase what they want or need. These cards are also very safe
and you simply discard them when the total value is used.

Gift Cards sold after all the weekend masses and at the Parish Office, Monday—Friday, 9 A.M.—5 P.M.
Gift Card Denomination (s) for sale and the Rebate Percentage made by St. Peter with each card sold:

Safeway 25.00, 50.00 & 100.00 4% Target 25.00 2.5% Ross 25.00 8%
Visa 50.00 & 100.00 1.25% Amazon 25.00 2% Starbucks 10.00 4.5%
Shell 50.00 & 100.00 1.5% Union 76 100.00 1.5% Chevron 50.00 & 100.00 1%
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Family Owned & Operated
Dan, Matt & Joey Duggan

Traditional & Cremation Services
3 Indoor Reception Rooms

2 Outside Reception Areas
Unlimited Parking

Most Convenient & Reasonable Costs

650.756.4500

500 Westlake Avenue

ElzE Please scan with your cell phone

B to visit Duggans-Serra.com
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Melissa Wagner Irish
Home Loan Officer
NMLS 2113491 | DRE 02167153

650.455.8236 cell

mwagnerirish@gmail.com

Pre Approval, Purchase, Refi | Contact me to learn your options.
Knowledge is power.

p
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St. Peter is grateful for the help
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Parish.
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St. Peter Advertisement is
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our Bulletin, our Website and

our Facebook Page.

5-day

Devotional Candles
$3.50 per candle
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Space Available

Space Available

Are you the owner of a
Small or Large Business?
Advertising is the best way to
reach new business and to
reach the people who matter
most to your business.
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