ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH

700 ODDSTAD BLVD., PACIFICA, CA 94044

Contact Information

Parish Office 650-359-6313
Facsimile 650-359-2262
Elementary Religious Education and

7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 650-359-5000
E-mail stpeterpacifica@comcast.net
Website https://stpeterpacifica.org
Facebook www.facebook/stpeterpacifica

Sacrament of Eucharist
Mass Schedule

Weekend Mass
Saturday: 4:30 P.M.
Sunday: 8:30 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Weekday Mass
Monday: 5:30 P.M.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Fridays: 8:30A.M.

Holy Day Mass
Vigil: 4:00 P.M. Day: 8:30 A.M. & 7:30 P.M.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30 P.M.—4:00 P.M., or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism
Contact Sister Hilda Sandoval, 2 months in advance.

Sacrament of Marriage

| Contact the Parish Office, 6 months in advance.
~ [September 20, 2026
" |Twenty-fifth Sunday in ordinary Time

How different are the Lord’s ways from our own!
| Gracious and good to all, the Lord is equally generous
"\s in compassion and love both to those who are quick to
S respond to his invitation as well as those who are
“Sslow to hear his call. May the Lord Jesus always be
- our life.




ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH

Parish Staff
REVEREND JEROME P. FOLEY, Pastor.

SISTER HILDA SANDOVAL, M.F.P., Pastoral Associate and Director of Faith Formation,
hilsandoval63@gmail.com.

MR. ANTONIO EIRAS, Director of Music Ministry, tonyeiras@mac.com.

MS. VERA GONZALEZ, Office Manager, stpeterpacifica@comcast.net.

Mr. Tim Durkin, OUTREACH TO THE ELDERLY AND HOMEBOUND

PARISH COUNCIL LITURGY COMMITTEE FINANCE COMMITTEE
Mrs. Kathleen Bissell, Chair Mrs. Eileen Barsi, Chair Mr. Dale Fajardo, Chair
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

St. Peter Church was established in 1956 to provide for the spiritual needs of Catholics living on the
coast. That was, and remains, the primary reason for its existence.

Originally, St. Peter was to have a Catholic Elementary School but given the close proximity to Good
Shepherd, it was decided not to build a school and focus rather on the Religious Education of our
Catholic youth.

I am unsure of the year St. Peter became involved with CYO sports, but I suspect that it was sometime
in the late 70’s because there was no gymnasium at St. Peter before 1975!

Originally CYO sports here at St. Peter was initiated to provide “a connection” for Catholic youth to
their parish because we did not have a Catholic School.

How or why, it morphed into providing sports opportunity for the entire city of Pacifica and beyond, I
do not know. I am not opposed to that, but it is not, and never has been, our primary mission!

Since CYO sports’ inception, our Church’s Worshipping Community (those who worship and support
the church on a regular basis) have carried the total financial overhead of CYO sports here at St. Peter.
Our gymnasium, which is the property of St. Peter Church, not the City of Pacifica nor its residents, is
reserved for CYO basketball approximately 10 months of the year and is in use approximately 43 hours
per week. Free of charge!

The Worship Community, not any other “communities” or outside organizations has paid all upkeep,
maintenance and repairs, including $120,000.00 for gas line repairs, over $12,000.00 plumbing and water
line replacement, as well as all utilities: lights, water, garbage, pest control, janitor, insurance,
refrigeration, electrical, and furnace repairs.

The Worship Community of St. Peter had an outstanding mortgage for years up until 2016 when the
Worship Community raised the funds to relieve the debt and we received NOTHING from CYO sports

or any “communities” in Pacifica. Page 1 of 2




The gymnasium roof will be replaced beginning on the last week of September, and repairs inside
will be made in October. Total Cost: over $120,000.00. This, too, will be covered by our Worship

Community.

In the almost 13 years I have been at St. Peter, I have taken $8,000.00 in 2023 and $25,000.00 in 2025
from the CYO account to begin to address this financial inequity, which has been allowed to
continue for years! Last year almost $30,000.00 in fees were paid to CCCYO Catholic Charities CYO
Athletics, S.F., from basketball registrations.

The Parish Office does not receive or request any money directly from participants, sponsors or
donors. I can very happily and confidently account only for the money we receive if it is deposited

in the CYO checking account.

In order to assure that the needs of qualified students is met, it is critical that we continue
discussions with CYO leadership, to ensure that new staff replacements are in place and eligibility

standards are met.

I trust that this brief history will be helpful to clarify the true history of CYO sports here at St. Peter

and correct any false narratives being circulated, in a most unchristian way.
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SECOND COLLECTION FOR SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 — PRIEST RETIREMENT FUND

The blessings of a priest to the Catholic life of parishioners are boundless. Our priests have been
there for the most special moments of life — baptism, marriage, illness, death — and have always been
present in times of need. They preach the Gospel, help us follow the example of Christ, and provide
invaluable counsel to help us overcome challenges.

Every aspect of the life and ministry of a priest — active or retired - is a gift from God; a gift that
builds the communion of our Church; a gift that helps bring people closer to the Lord. It is with
tremendous gratitude that we offer our thanks for their service in Christ.

Many of our retired priests continue to live a life of service, even in “retirement.” They celebrate
Mass, perform baptisms, witness marriages, preside over funeral services, and hear confessions. In
addition, younger priests and seminarians benefit from their years of experience in ministry and
often come to them for spiritual direction.

We must ensure that they are cared for as lovingly and with much dignity as they have cared for
others. Please reflect on the ways in which these men have been there for you and your family.

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO ST. PETER CHURCH




4 REASONS WHY ENTITLEMENT IS DESTRUCTIVE

FOR THE CHRISTIAN

By Michael Kelley
Asaph, the writer of Psalm 73, had a near fall:
Surely God is good to Israel,
to those who are pure in heart.
But as for me, my feet had almost slipped;
I had nearly lost my foothold (Psalm 73:1-2).

Of course, the fall here was metaphorical. He was on the edge of despair. The edge of anxiety. The
edge of unbelief. And the thing that pushed him to the edge was an issue of allocation. Asaph was not
struggling with the age-old question of why do bad things happen to good people; he was struggling
with the question of why good things seem to happen to bad people. But more so, he was struggling
with the issue of entitlement:
For I envied the arrogant
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked (Psalm 73:3).

It wasn't just a hypothetical question of why the wicked seem to prosper; rather, it was the sense that
he, in his righteous and clean life, wasn’t getting what others were. And surely we can relate to that.

Surely, we, too, look around at times and start to play the comparison. Surely, we also wonder why
someone who is less holy, less righteous, less upstanding than we are seem to be getting the blessings
that we feel are rightfully ours. We know what it feels like to be entitled. But do we know the true
destructive nature of entitlement? Perhaps not. Here, then, are four reasons why entitlement is so
destructive:

1. ENTITLEMENT IS A DENIAL OF THE TRUTH.

At a base level, we don’t actually want what we deserve. And if we claim to want what we deserve,
what we are really betraying about ourselves is that we have failed to fully grasp the true nature of
sin and the human heart. Because what we really deserve — each and everyone of us — is hell. This is
the payment we deserve for our sin — for our offenses against a holy God. Thank God that we don’t
get what we deserve! Living with a sense of entitlement, then, is living outside of the light of this
truth. And once we begin to deny that truth — once we begin to convince ourselves that we were not
actually dead in our sins and transgressions, that we were actually not alienated and separated from
God, that we were actually not helpless and in need of rescue, then a multitude of other false ways of
thinking follow.

2. ENTITLEMENT IS DESTRUCTIVE IS THAT IT ROBS US OF GRATITUDE.

Gratitude ought to be a way of life for us as a Christian. We are not the people who occasionally say
“thank you,” but we are the people who rejoice in the Lord always! Again I say, rejoice! When you
live in a posture of gratitude, you are also living in a posture of humility because gratitude is a
recognition that we are constantly on the receiving end. This is, in fact, one of the ways we can
actually and actively pursue humility —it’s through the choice to be grateful because we are forcing
ourselves to remember the opposite of what entitlement tells us — that we are receiving something
because of the grace and generosity of someone else. When we live with a sense of entitlement, it is
impossible for us to also live with a sense of gratitude because we are always expecting more.




3. ENTITLEMENT DESTROYS OUR RELATIONSHIPS.

Paul would later write a list of commands in Romans 12, one of which reads like this: Rejoice with those
who rejoice and weep with those who weep. But for a person of entitlement, those are two very hard
things to do. It’s very hard to rejoice with someone when you are comparing what you have to what
they have because inevitably you will drift into the belief that you ought to have what they do.
Similarly, one can’t weep alongside others when they are filled with entitlement because the entitled
person sits in judgment over those who suffer, judging them because of the choices they think led the
person to the situation they are in.

4. ENTITLEMENT IS DESTRUCTIVE AS IT ULTIMATELY PUTS US IN THE PLACE OF GOD.

When we look at the way portions are being dealt out and sit in judgment over it, what we are really
doing — although it might be subtle — is calling into question the wisdom of God. We are saying, with
our attitudes, that we know much better how these portions should be allocated. We are, in other
words, more wise, more fair, and more equitable than God Himself.

In light of those things, no wonder Asaph the psalmist said his foot had almost slipped. No wonder he
saw the precipice opening up before him. And yet, by God’s grace, he was able to move back from the
edge. So, what was the solution to this issue?

It was not that he made more money. Or got nicer things. Or even that he saw the wicked around him
robbed of all the health and prosperity that he had. The solution only came when the psalmist entered
God’s sanctuary. And what did he find as he drew near to God? He found a God bigger than himself. A
God bigger than his understanding. He found eternity. Eternity was the way he was able to reckon with
the seemingly unjust blessing and prosperity of the wicked, for eternity waits for us all and judgment
with it. When you accept eternity as a reality, you begin to place lesser and lesser importance on what
is happening in the actual here and now. So in light of eternity, he saw that there is indeed a reckoning
for the wicked.

But he also found something else, and the something else is what truly banished his sense of
entitlement — and ours. He found that the Lord is our portion:

Whom have I in heaven but you?
And earth has nothing I desire besides you.
My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God 1s the strength of my heart
and my portion forever (Psalm 73:25-26).

Entitlement is banished when the Lord is your portion. Consider, for a moment, just how exhausting it
is to live with that sense of entitlement. You are constantly evaluating others. You are always
dissatisfied with who and what you have. You long, incessantly, for more. Your relationships are
strained to the point of breaking. Indeed, it is nearly impossible for you to enjoy any part of life because
you are on the treadmill of chasing the ever elusive “else.” Until, that is, you realize what Christ has
bought for you at the cross.

Has he bought for you money? Power? Material blessings? No — none of that — none of those things that
moth and rust destroy and thieves break in and steal. He has bought for us something better — He has
bought for us God Himself as our portion. And with that, with God as our portion, we can rest. Not
because we have learned to settle for what little we have, but because in light of eternity, we realize
there is nothing else.




September 20, 2026 | Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Though we can never fully comprehend the perfection of God and His ways, Sacred Scripture
reminds us that God's ways and priorities are often very different from our own. As Christian
stewards, we are called to adopt His way of thinking rather than the world's.

Our First Reading from Isaiah begins with an urgent invitation: "Seek the Lord while he may be
found, call him while he is near." Stewardship reminds us that time itself is a gift from God. The
time to know, love, and serve Him is now. We cannot afford to waste the precious moments He has
entrusted to us.

The world often tells us that success is measured by getting ahead, looking out for ourselves, or
believing that time is money. God offers a different perspective: "My thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways." As His disciples, we are called to see life from God's
perspective, using our time, talents, and treasure with eternity in mind.

St. Paul models this way of thinking in today's Second Reading. He writes, "For to me life is Christ.
Paul's life no longer revolves around himself. Everything is centered on Christ. The same should be
true for every Christian steward.

In today's Gospel, Jesus illustrates this divine perspective through the parable of the workers in the
vineyard. Some labor from early morning, while others are called only near the end of the day. Yet
the landowner gives each worker the same wage. Those who worked the longest grumble because
they are measuring fairness according to human standards rather than recognizing God's
extraordinary generosity.

That same temptation can affect us. We may compare ourselves to others and wonder whether
everyone else is contributing as much as we are at home, in our parish, or in our community. At
those moments, we need to remember that it is a privilege simply to have been invited into the
Lord's vineyard. The more opportunities we have to serve Him, the greater the gift.

Living the stewardship way of life, with Christ at the center of everything, fills our lives with
meaning, purpose, and lasting joy. May we thank God each day for calling us to share in His work.




Sunday Collection — September 13, 2026 Archdiocesan Annual Appeal
Offertory $3,537.77 Assessment $65,022.00
Church of Latin America $1,114.00 Collected $26,709.00 Balance $38,314.00

Parish Soft Online Collection — Sept 5-11, 2026 )
Mass Intentions — September 21 - 27, 2026

Offertory $2,317.80

Maintenznce Fund $779.30 Mon 21  5:30PM. fJosie Biteng
Church Roof Fund $75.46 T 8:30 A M $Darlene Brucia
Religious Education $19.07 tle 22 ) o

Additional Donation $18.60 Wed 23 8:30 AM.  TJosefina E. Orbase
Saint Vincent de Paul $137.77 Thu 24 8:30 A.M. Mary Romero
Archdiocesan Annual Appeal $48.02 Fri 25 8:30AM. tPedro Montoya
University of America $65.98

Sat 26 4:30 P.M. People of St. Peter
Weekday Readings | September 2026 Sun 27 830 AM. tRodney Dioso

SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST

: Amador Garci
Mon21 Reading Ephesians 4:1-7,11-13 1:00AM  “fAmader Gataa

Responsorial Psalm 19:2-5

Parish Calendar | September 2026
Gospel Matthew 9:9-13

Mon 21 3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Tue22  Reading Proverbs 21:1-6,10-13 530 PM. Evening Mass

Responsorial Psalm 119:1,27,30,34-

35,44 Tue 22 8:30 A M. Daily Mass

Gospel Luke 8:19-21 3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Suink Pins uf Pietveliing, Prieot 3:45 P.M. Religious Education Classes
Wed23 Reading Proverbs 30:5-9 3:45 P.M. Confirmation Class

Responsorial Psali119:29,72,89,101,104,163 7:00 P.M. OCIA Class

1L :1-6
Gospel Luke 9 Wed 23 8:30 AM. Daily Mass

Thu24 Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2-11 3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Responsorial Psalm 90:3-6,12-14,17bc 3:00 P.M. Religious Education Classes
Gospel Luke 9:7-9 3:00 P.M. Confirmation Class

7:00 PM. Confirmation Class

Fri 25 i il
o Reading Eccl 3:1-11 700 PM. Choir Rehearsal

Responsorial Psalm 144:1b,2abc,3-4

Gospel Luke 9:18-22 Thu24 8:30 A.M. Daily Mass

Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 3:00 P.M. ChaPIEt of Divine Mercy
Sat26 ~ Reading Ecclesiastes 11:9—12:8

Responsorial Psalm 90:3-6,12-14,17

Gospel Luke 9:43b-45

Fri25 8:30 AM. Daily Mass
3:00 P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Twenty-six Sunday in Ordinary Time Sat26 3:00 PM. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
sun27  Reading I Ezekial 18:25-28 3:30 P.M. Sacrament of Reconciliation

Responsorial Psalm 25:4-9 4:30 P.M. Mass

Reading II Philippians 2:1-11
Gospel Matthew 21:28-32

Sun 27 8:30 A.M. Mass
11:00 A.M. Mass




Telephone: 650.359.6313
Email: stpeterpacifica@comecast.net

St. Peter Catholic Church

700 Oddstad Blvd., Pacifica, CA 94044

Bulletin Advertisement

September 20, 2026

Twenty-fifth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

TEresa
Hosws R

L ESTATE, INC

Realtor® DRE#01905175
BA Economics

KW Peninsula Estates
teresa.hoskins@kw.com

Please scan
for a free
Market Report.

415.519.9729

KW Advisors

- Home Sales
H ST Team, Inc.
Noemi Barba Aguifaga
Realtore—Hablo Espariol

AL’S CARPETS

carpet — vinyl - tile
laminate - hardwood
Flooring

Allen S. Olsen
650.355.0640

Integrity + Honesty ¢
Competitiveness

aniﬁundm

Melissa Wagner Irish

Home Loan Officer
NMLS 2113491 | DRE 0216715

= 650.455.8236 cell
St mwagnerirish@gmail.com

Pre Approval, Purchase, Refi | Contact me to learn your options.
Knowledge is power.

O AMANTHA HOWARD

GE + FAMILY THERAFIGY

Samantha Howard, LMFT, #113483
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
Walk & Talk Therapy for Adults
Telehealth Therapy available

www.samanthahowardlmft.com

650-262-1917

650.359.5360

Home — Security Systems
Electrical Services —Telephone Systems

Residential | Commercial | Industrial
License No. C10-309056

DRE # 02200242

Noemi@HomeSalesTeamInc.com

650.201.0277

580 Crespi Dr., Ste. A2, Pacifica, CA 94044

Space Available

Space Available

St. Peter Advertisement is
advertised on the back page of
the Church Bulletin, Website
and Facebook Page.
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SERRA MORTUARY

@
»

Family Owned & Operated
Dan, Matt & Joey Duggan

Traditional & Cremation Services

3 Indoor Reception Rooms

2 Outside Reception Areas 650' 7 56‘4500
Unlimited Parking 500 Westlake Avenue
Most Convenient & Reasonable Costs

Please scan with your cell phone
to visit Duggans-Serra.com

Space Available

Are you the owner of a Small or Large Business?
Advertising is the best way to reach new business and to
reach the people who matter most to your business.

5-day Devotional Candles
$3.50 per candle at the
Parish Office

Space Available




