ST. PETER CaTHOLIC CHURCH

700 ODDSTAD BLVD., PAcIFICA, CA 94044
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Contact Information

Parish Office 650-359-6313
Facsimile 650-359-2262
Elementary Religious Education 650-359-5000
7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 650-359-7178
E-mail stpeterpacifica@comcast.net
Website https://stpeterpacifica.org
Facebook www.facebook/stpeterpacifica

Sacrament of Eucharist
Mass Schedule

Weekend Mass
Saturday: 4:30 P.M.
Sunday: 8:30 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Weekday Mass
Monday: 5:30 P.M.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Fridays: 8:30A.M.

Holy Day Mass
Vigil: 4:00 P.M. Day: 8:30 A.M. & 7:30 P.M.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30 P.M.—4:00 P.M., or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism
Contact Sister Hilda Sandoval, 2 months in advance.

Sacrament of Marriage

.. | Contact the Parish Office, 6 months in advance.

J October 5, 2025
1 'j,‘:fﬂ‘g Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

 |Faith is a gracious gift from God. It can neither be

earned nor bought, only responded to with works of
love and service. A vibrant faith can make us

. |strong, loving, and wise, confident that God will
_ | guard us from all harm. God is the rock of our sal-
‘| vation.




ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH

PARISH STAFF
REVEREND JEROME P. FOLEY, Pastor.

SISTER HILDA SANDOVAL, M.E.P,, Pastoral Associate and Director of Faith Formation,
hilsandoval63@gmail.com.

MR. ANTONIO EIRAS, Director of Music Ministry, tonyeiras@mac.com.

MS. VERA GONZALEZ, Office Manager

Mr. Tim Durkin, OutrREacCH TO THE ELDERLY AND HOMEBOUND

Parisu CounciL LiTurcY COMMITTEE FinaNceE COMMITTEE
Mrs. Kathleen Bissell, Chair Mrs. Eileen Barsi, Chair Mr. Dale Fajardo, Chair
MASS INTENTIONS OCTOBER 6—12, 2025 MASS READINGS
Mon 6 5:30P.M. tMary Ryan Saint Bruno, Priest
Cruz L Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin
Tue 7 8B0AM. jlrazlopes Mon Reading Jonah 1:1—2:2,11
Wed 8 8:30 AM. fFrancisco Macias 6 (Psalm) Jonah 2:2-5,8
Thu 9 830AM. tFred & Mary Beaubien Gospel Luke 10:25-37
. | ; ; Our Lady of the Rosary
Fri 10 8:30 AM. tLuz Pio Cantill
tluz TP Tue Reading Jonah 3:1-10
Sat 11 430PM. tBobMann 7 Responsorial Psalm Psalm 130:1b-4ab,7-8
Sun 12 8:30 AM. People of St. Peter Gospel Luke 10:38-42

11:00 AM Margaret Bernardez Wed Reading Jonah 4:1-11

8 Responsorial Psalm Psalm 86:3-6,9-10
Gospel Luke 11:1-4

Saint Denis, Bishop, and Companions, Martyrs

Saint John Leonardi, Priest
Reading Malachi 3:13-20b

9 Responsorial Psalm Psalm 1:1-4,6
:jAe\Jé/o/iclag Z?oulfic}ue Gospel Luke 11:5-13

Fri Reading Joel 1:13-15;2:1-2
10 Responsorial Psalm Psalm 9:2-3,6,8-9,16

Gospel Luke 11:15-26

Saint John XXIII, Pope
Sat Reading Joel 4:12-21

As the preparations get underway for this exciting
holiday event, we are requesting your help for
Newly or Purchased Donations for the Beautiful
Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas and Children’s

Baskets. :

11  Responsorial Psalm Psalm 97:1-2,5-6,11-12
Needed are items that would be very useful for Gospel Luke 11:27-28
any member of the family of any age or for the 28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
home. Please consider what you personally would | syn Reading I 2 Kings 5:14-17
like to receive or what you would like to use. 12 Responsorial Psalm Psalm 98:1-4

Reading II 2 Timothy 2:8-13

Donati due by October 20th
onatons due by Uctober Gospel Luke 17:11-19




October 5, 2025

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Our readings today show us that living a stewardship way of life, that is, a life focused on serving God
and His Kingdom, is not easy. They also show us that our lives belong to God, not to us, and that God
will indeed bring about the fulfillment of His kingdom. We just need to have faith that He can do it and
commit to our small part in His grand design.

We can all relate to the frustration expressed in the First Reading from Habakuk. “How long, O Lord? I
cry for help but you do not listen!” “Why do you let me see ruin; why must I look at misery?” The Lord
knows that the life of a steward is not easy. When we look around us, it can seem as if all our efforts are in
vain. We spend time praying, but nothing happens. We are faithful to our ministry, but no one seems to
notice. We give generously of our financial resources, but the needs around us remain great. Despite all
this, the Lord urges us to remain faithful. “For the vision [the fulfillment of His kingdom] still has its time,
presses on to fulfillment and will not disappoint.”

Our Second Reading from St. Paul’s letter to Timothy offers encouragement on the difficult path of disci-
pleship, reminding us that we have all the tools we need to remain faithful. Paul says to “stir into flame
the gift of God that you have....” Through the sacraments, the Word of God, and the teachings of the
Church, we have every possible grace and blessing needed to continue moving forward on the steward-
ship path. We simply need to return to them over and over so as to stir these gifts into flame. Paul in-
structs us to “guard this rich trust with the help of the Holy Spirit that dwells within us.” Relying on the
abundant spiritual gifts God has given to us, and relying on the Holy Spirit’s strength, we can bear our

share of hardship well for the sake of the Gospel. This is both our privilege and responsibility as Christian
stewards.

Jesus makes this privilege and responsibility clear in today’s Gospel passage from Luke. When the apos-
tles ask the Lord to increase their faith, He tells them that even a mustard seed-sized faith is all that is
needed to move mountains (because it is God who does the heavy lifting). We need only take the tiniest

step forward, and He will do the rest. It is a true privilege to cooperate as servants in the work of building
His Kingdom.

Living our lives in His service is also very much our responsibility, as Jesus explains through the parable
of the unprofitable servant later in this passage. Our Lord describes a scene in which a servant has just
come in from tending to the master’s affairs and asks whether it would be reasonable for the master to
begin waiting on his servant. Of course, it would not be reasonable. The servant would be expected to
continue to serve his master until he has completed the work the master has given him that day. Jesus
says we should have this same attitude before God. The time, talents, and treasure entrusted to us are all
God'’s. Our very lives belong to God. Whatever we do on God's behalf with our lives and our gifts is
simply our God-given responsibility.

The stewardship way of life makes the privilege and responsibility of serving Christ and His kingdom a
reality.

OCTOBER 12, 2025 SECOND COLLECTION | MAINTENANCE

For the continued upkeep in maintaining the Church to keep the facilities operational and to cultivate and
care for the gardens, trees and grounds surrounding St. Peter Church.




ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH

CAN I HAVE MY ASHES SCATTERED IN THE
BOUNDARY WATERS?

By Father Mike Schmitz

Q: I am hoping to be cremated when I die. I would also like my family to bring my ashes up to
the Boundary Waters and scatter them there, since it is where I feel closest to God. Is that OK?

A: Thank you so much for asking these questions. Iam very grateful that you are taking the time to

find out whether or not your plans and wishes correspond with what the church asks of those who
are disciples of Jesus.

I do not want to gloss over that point: You are asking in order to live as a member of the Body of
Christ. This is no small thing. We know that members of a family have a relationship with each
other. Because of this relationship, they have certain rights. They can ask each other for help. They
have a degree of access to each other. At the same time, real relationships also have real responsibil-

ities. Because of this, the church can also ask things of her family members. This is where obedience
comes in.

Obedience is not blind. Nor is obedience slavish. As Catholic Christians, we are called to have the
obedience of loved and respected sons and daughters (who in turn love and respect those over us).
Loved and respected sons and daughters can ask for the reasons behind what is being asked of
them. Many of us do that. And then we are called to act on what we have been called to do.

I say all of this because your question indicates that you already have a desire to be cremated and
for your ashes to be scattered. In the first case, that is permissible. In the second case, that is not al-
lowed. Let me try to explain why

You are your body. And you are your soul. In fact, one item of belief that distinguishes Christians
from other religions and worldviews is our view of the human person. We believe that a human
person is a body-soul “composite.” It is what we are. This is one of the reasons why death is so
“obscene” (to use a phrase from Dr. Peter Kreeft): It is the separation of what is meant to be a unity.

A soul without a body is a ghost ... and a body without a soul is a corpse. A human person is the
soul and body united. Therefore, you are your soul and you are your body. This belief is professed
(even if obliquely) every time we utter the words, “I believe in the resurrection of the dead.” We be-
lieve that all of us will ultimately get our bodies back. Some of us to the resurrection of glory in
heaven, and some of us to the resurrection of condemnation in hell.

All of these assertions add up to the fact that we care for our bodies even in death. Since we believe
that our bodies are an essential part of our selves, and since we believe in the resurrection of the
dead, we treat bodies (even dead bodies) with dignity.




OCTOBER 5,2025 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

For years, the church prohibited the cremation of dead bodies unless absolutely necessary. The rea-
son behind this prohibition was the fact that many cultures the church was evangelizing had a vast-
ly different view of the body. For many cultures and worldviews, the body has been seen as a
“trap” or a “cage” for the soul. Therefore, death was seen as the liberation of the “true self” and cre-
mation was seen as a sign that a person was finally freed from the shackles of their body. Because of
this, Christians were not allowed to choose cremation, since the people around them could see it as
a validation of their low view of the body.

Now, however, there are very few people who would associate cremation with this worldview. Far
more people would choose cremation merely for its economic benefits or for some other personal
reason. For this reason, the church allows people to choose cremation.

At the same time, the church demands that Catholics are interred in holy ground. Whether it is the
body of the person or the cremains of the person, Catholics may only be buried in ground that has
been designated for the purpose of burial. Therefore, Catholics may not scatter the ashes of de-
ceased person who is Catholic, nor may they keep the ashes of a loved one in a vase or in a locket or

other keepsake. This burial gives witness to the fact that the body is sacred and is destined for res-
urrection.

Of course, there are bodies that get lost at sea or are destroyed by fire or some other calamity. There
are times when there is very little of a person’s body to recover and bury. But even then, whatever
remains we can treat with dignity we will treat with dignity. Every person’s body will likely disin-
tegrate and will become dust once again, but we affirm the resurrection when we do what we can to
keep the body intact.

Many people will ask about the relics of saints. There are many saints whose bodies have been di-
vided and distributed among the faithful. If a person can do that with a saint, why can’t one do that
with a loved one? For at least two reasons. First, the relic is placed in a reliquary and is meant to be
regularly venerated (thus affirming the dignity of the body). Second, the church no longer approves
of this practice, and it is prohibited unless special permission has been granted.

All of this is to say: if you want, you can choose cremation as long as you do not have the motive of
minimizing the dignity of the body. But you may not ask for your ashes to be scattered. Hopefully
enough reason why has been offered so that you can follow this teaching in good faith.

2025 October Prayer — Lord Jesus, You, who in diversity are one and look lovingly at every person, help us to
recognize ourselves as brothers and sisters, called to live, pray, work, and dream together. We live in a world
full of beauty, but also wounded by deep divisions. Sometimes religions, instead of uniting us, become a cause
of confrontation. Give us your Spirit to purify our hearts, so that we may recognize what unites us and, from
there, learn again how to listen and collaborate without destroying. May the concrete examples of peace, jus-
tice, and fraternity in religions inspire us to believe that it is possible to live and work together, beyond our
differences. May religions not be used as weapons or walls, but rather lived as bridges and prophecy: making
the dream of the common good credible, accompanying life, sustaining hope, and being the yeast of unity in a
fragmented world. Amen. —Pope Leo X1V
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HOLIDAY .
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Join us for our annual Holiday Boutique, a
community tradition for over 30 years! With
40+ vendors, you can shop a wonderful
selection of unique holiday gifts, jewelry, art,
and more —all in a fun, festive setting without

the crowds of the mall.
Enjoy raffle prizes throughout the weekend
and delicious food available for purchase
during the event!

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 8TH
FROM - 10AM TO 6PM &
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 9TH
_FROM 9:30AM TO 3PM

700 ODDSTAD BLVD.
PACIFICA CA 94044
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SUNDAY COLLECTION | SEPTEMBER 28, 2025 CALENDAR OCTOBER 6 — 12,2025
Offertory  $3,333.00 MON 6
_ 11:00 AM. 55+ Club Meeting
Maintenance $2,260.00 3:00P.M.  Chaplet of Divine Mercy
ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 5:30P.M.  Evening Mass
A ent: $62,962.00 e
es : :
Collected: $25,89600  Balance: 3706600 | B30 AM.  Daily Mass
ECCTEE SRy RGEHERS Sty 00 3:00P.M.  Chaplet of Divine Mercy
3:45 P.M. igi i
WE SHARE ONLINE COLLECTION — $1,247.12 | 2" 1;21;%1 Orﬁztgjfcamn
:45 P.M. rmati
SEPTEMBER 20 — 26, 2025 700PM.  OCIA
WED 8
Offertory $914.22 8:30 AM.  Daily Mass
Maintenance Fund $248.90 3:00P.M.  Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Church Roof Fund $9.01 3:00P.M.  Religious Education
Priest Retirement Fund $74.99 3:00P.M.  Confirmation
7.00P.M.  Confirmation
We Share is an Online Giving tool for members to go| 7:00 P.M.  Choir Practice
online and provide a quick and simple way to sup-| TH9
port your parish, St. Peter. We Share is convenient,| g.30 A M. Daily Mass
fast., easy & safe. Donors register in the priva}cy of| 3.00P.M. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
their home. Donors can make a one-time donation or FRI 10
a recurring donation. 830 AM.  Daily Mass
This saves time writing out checks or making sure| 3:00P.M.  Chaplet of Divine Mercy
you have cash on hand. SAT 11
_ , , . 3:00P.M.  Chaplet of Divine Mercy
To sign-up for St. Peters’ online giving, We Share, 330PM.  Sacrament of Reconeiliatisn
please visit https:/stpeterpacifica.org and go to the 430 P.M Mass
Donation Heading at the top bar. S'UN 1 5 '
_ 1 _ - 8:30 AM. Mass
For assistance call the Parish Office at 650-359-6313. 11:00AM. Mass
GIFT CARD YEAR-ROUND FUNDRAISER
The St. Peter Gift Card Fundraiser takes place year-round. The gift cards are very popular and are used
with popular stores, including a Visa Gift Card that may be used at any retail store. They are the perfect
gift for every occasion: birthdays, graduation, all holiday’s, or just to say “Thank You'.
Gift Cards sold after all weekend masses and at the Parish Office, Monday—Friday, 9 A.M.—5 P.M.
Gift Card Denomination (s) for sale and the Rebate Percentage made by St. Peter with each card sold:
Safeway 50.00 & 100.00 4% Target 25.00 2.5% Ross 25.00 8%
Visa 50.00 & 100.00 1.25% Amazon 25.00 2% Starbucks 10.00 4.5%
Shell ~ 50.00 & 100.00 1.5% Union 76 100.00 1.5% Chevron  50.00 & 100.00 1%




Teresa
Hosxins N

REAL ESTATE, INC

Realtor® DRE#01905175
BA Economics

KW Peninsula Estates
teresa.hoskins@kw.com

Please scan
for a free
Market Report.

;
KW Advisors
Each office is independently
owned and operated.

415.519.9729

AL'S CARPETS

carpet — vinyl - tile
laminate - hardwood
Flooring

Allen S. Olsen
650.355.0640

| : o fund. | =z

Integrity ¢ Honesty ¢
Competitiveness

Melissa Wagner Irish
Home Loan Officer
NMLS 2113491 | DRE 02167153

650.455.8236 cell
mwagnerirish@gmail.com

Pre Approval, Purchase, Refi | Contact me to learn your options.
Knowledge is power.

ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH
700 ODDSTAD BLVD., PACIFICA, CA 94044
Tele: 650.359.6313 | Email: stpeterpacifica@comcast.net

BULLETIN ADVERTISEMENT

650.359.5360

Home — Security Systems
Electrical Services —Telephone Systems

Residential | Commercial | Industrial

We are grateful
for our
Advertisers

Space Available

/ W 1, Sales
HST Team, Inc.
Noemi Barba Aguifiaga

Realtor®—Hablo Espaiiol
DRE # 02200242

Noemi@HomeSalesTeamInc.com

650.201.0277

e Bon OISR 580 Crespi Dr., Ste. A2, Pacifica, CA 94044
DUGGAN’S a\(::‘v?“o To Register at St. Peter Parish, .

TR/ NRT AV ’:’ a .. § .o
SERRA MORTUARY | e visit https://stpeterpacifica.org Sp ace Avallable

Family Owned & Operated
Dan, Matt & Joey Duggan

Traditional & Cremation Services
3 Indoor Reception Rooms

2 Outside Reception Areas
Unlimited Parking

Most Convenient & Reasonable Costs

650.756.4500

500 Westlake Avenue

=
e

= Please scan with your cell phone

to visit Duggans-Serra.com

and click on Resources and then
click on Parish Registration.

Print the Form, fill-out and re-
turn to the Parish Office.

Space Available

Space Available

St. Peter Advertisement is
advertised on the back page of
our Bulletin, our Website and

our Facebook Page.

Space Available

5-day

Devotional Candles
$3.50 per candle

at the Parish Office

Please support our Advertisers
and refer your family and
friends to them.

St. Peter is grateful for the help
and support they give to our
Parish.

Space Available

Are you the owner of a
Small or Large Business?
Advertising is the best way to
reach new business and to
reach the people who matter
most to your business.

OCTOBER5,2025 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME




